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Finite and Renewable Resources - Factsheet 

Finite Resources are those resources that are being used up faster than they can be replaced, 

or replenished. They will eventually run out. In the case of the three main FOSSIL FUELS Coal, 

Natural Gas and Crude Oil they will run out because they take millions of years to create. 

Renewable Resources are those resources that can be replenished at the same rate that they 

are being used. New, renewables are being discovered that can replace the need for finite re-

sources, for example polyethene, made from oil, can now also be made from crops which are 

renewable (but there are ethical issues). 

Using ‘orders of magnitude’ we can see that there is only 102  or 100 years 

of coal left for use at our current rate of consumption, and we can only esti-

mate this because of the uncertainty in our calculations. 

The sun is an amazing source of power, burning at 600 Million Tons of Hy-

drogen per second it can be estimated that there could be over 1011  years 

left in this star. 

We are developing ways to harness solar power, these need to be explored 

deeper and deeper if we are to lower, or even remove, our dependency on 

fossil fuels. 


